
This message should have been a reflection on a year full of Centenary celebrations, but a microbe called
COVID-19 put paid to that. Who would have thought, as we geared up and made our plans last year, that a
virus from Wuhan in China would change our lives so dramatically? We started the year with enthusiasm
and zeal. It was all systems go when suddenly a new term entered our vocabulary: ‘lockdown’. Most of us
had never experienced anything like it, and it certainly changed the trajectory of the school year.

Colin Hall, retired Chairman of the Wooltru Group, had the following to say: “When our energy is high, we
feel able to fly … but when it is low, or worse still, negative, our outcomes all slump. Our energy is the
battery of every vehicle we drive … the light that sparks every relationship. Nowhere is this magic more
crucial than in schools.”

For some (especially learners) lockdown seemed to offer an unexpected long holiday. Any initial
excitement, however, soon waned as other new terminology became commonplace: ‘online lessons’,
‘Google Meets’ and others. The term ‘a new normal’ left us uneasy. Whatever school looked like before, it
was about to morph into something different. 

How lucky we are to have such an excellent IT infrastructure and support team. Online lessons offered
learners an opportunity to see their teacher teaching from his or her home, and they could watch a lesson
in the comfort of their own home. Dr Erna de Lange PEO of the Governing Body Foundation had the
following to say about teachers in 2020: “Lockdown saw teachers move from classroom, to online, to
virtual, and everything in between without negotiation or consultation. IT-resistant teachers became IT
specialists in record time. Teachers showed just how flexible they could be when Sunday night news
frequently changed their world. It takes very special people to change the world of a child in an uncertain
and inconsistent environment. We are proud of our teachers who continue to make a difference, and we
salute them.”

The ‘new normal’ emerged with masks, sanitising, social distancing and other alienating protocols. No
teacher ever expected to teach wearing a mask or visor. Teaching is about relationships and it is testimony
to our teachers that they gave so much of themselves to ensure that that ‘spark’ mentioned by Colin Hall
was not dimmed. This dedication was, I believe, often at the expense of the teachers’ own well-being. They
had to dig deep, and then deeper, to uphold our core responsibility of prioritising academics while, at the
same time, maintaining empathy for our girls. Teacher self-care and support must remain an ongoing
priority. Teacher burn-out has never been this tangible.

There were other equally heroic feats that arose out of the crisis. If a crisis tests the resilience of an
organisation, then our 100-year-old school proved her mettle. Our Estate Team under the expert
leadership of Estate Manager, Mr Marx, set about getting our campus ready for the return of staff and
learners. Our Deputy Principal, Miss Naicker, and her team also did a sterling job of ensuring that the
necessary protocols were in place to protect us all. 

There is one last group I must mention in closing. For five years they too were custodians of all GHS stands
for: our Matrics of 2020. Theirs has not been an easy or happy year. No tours, no Matric dance, and few
opportunities to grow as leaders in the school. Despite not spending a large part of the year in our physical
custody, they persevered, keeping keep true (wherever possible) to our motto: Cheerfulness with
Industry. We know that despite the odds, they will do us proud in the final examinations.

I know that in years to come, those at GHS under COVID-19 in 2020 will have inspiring stories to tell. The
‘new normal’ has forced all of us to reconsider what really matters in our global village. Hopefully we will
grow, and reconsider what it truly means to be human. It may have been a Centenary Year with
celebrations deferred, and it certainly was a year in which our school was sorely tested, but
Pietermaritzburg Girls’ High School prevailed. Her indomitable 100-year-old spirit has emerged stronger
and even more resilient. From here it must surely be upwards and onwards as we re-discover and, in some
ways, re-invent ourselves.

May 2021 be kinder to us all. Andrew Graaf, Principal
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Staff LOVE dressing up, for
any celebration, or just on a

hot summer's day.

Michelle Barnsley Sally Brown

Geraldine Collins Juliet Imbayago

Anele Khumalo

Di Merryweather Bridgette Miya

Sbongile Mshengu Zama Mzolo

Thandeka Nzama Mehnaaz Saib

Teacher Appreciation Day, sponsored by Save Hyper 
and the Governing Body.

Farewell to the following staff members. 
You will all be greatly missed.

Louisa Wessenaar

Jo Sharpe

Head Counsellor

Jessy Maistry

Grade 9 HOD

Anna-Marie Snyman

Head of Sport

Sindiswa Zondi Gert van Rooijen

Congratulations on your promotions!

Melaine Kaye
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Grade 12s paved the way for the other grades, retuning to school
first under the new COVID-19 protocols and safety rules.

Congratulations to the following girls who made the
KwaZulu-Natal Schools Debating Association

debating training team; Lihl'ithemba Gama (Grade 10),
Calista Potter (Grade 9) and Arya Pillay (Grade8)

Getting the school, COVID-19 ready. We learnt so many new things and new ways
of doing things during this time. 
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We celebrated the centenary of our beloved
Pietermaritzburg Girls' High School. We are confident

that for the next 100 years GHS will be at the forefront
of education 

We so wish we could have celebrated as planned but this
was all part of our 2020 journey.

The Engen Engine
Restoration Challenge
2020: six bright and

curious learners from
Pietermaritzburg Girls’

High School have decided
to take on the task.

Final Consumer Studies Pracs
were outstanding this year! 

Grade 12 learner,
Deepika Sirkar,

qualified for the final
round of the South

African Mathematics
Olympiad. 

Neha Sirkar has placed
third in South Africa in
Grade 8 for the World
Knowledge Olympiad.

Congratulations on this
outstanding

achievement.
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Our first Matric Encouragement Day was a great success. We
tried to make them feel special as they prepared for their Trial

examinations. 

Our Heritage Day celebrations are always such fun, filled
with dancing, singing and a parade. This year the celebration
looked a bit different but we still enjoyed dressing up in our

traditional outfits. 

"Revamped uniforms" allow the
matrics to have so much fun!

Our Matric Class of 2020
ended their year off with the
annual Matric Brunch on their
official final day of high school.
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The parade of dresses made from recyclable materials is a
favourite annual activity. This year we had many dresses
made from things that were collected during lockdown.

Congratulations to our Top 3 in Grade 12, Yashna
Allopi (3rd) and Deepika Sirkar (2nd) and Prayasta

Haridass (Dux). Dr Nomusa Shezi (Class of 2003 and
Neurosurgeon at Inkosi Albert Luthuli Hospital) was
our guest speaker at our Senior Speech Day 2020.

Announcing our leaders for the new year is a big
day in the calendar. There were smiles and tears
and shouts of joy. A full list of our new leaders

for 2021 is available on our website. 

Virtual choir performances were hugely popular in the school music scene but nothing beats
listening to our learners live. We were thrilled to have them perform at our Senior Speech Day

and Learner Leader Induction.



Learners selected to the following KZN Inland Hockey Teams or Squads:
U18A Team
Lukhanyo Nkonzo
Siphumelele Shandu
U18B Squad
Danielle Hamilton
Abigail Ngoshi
U16A TEAM
Khanya Bekhizulu
Nonky Thamahane
Ziphozonke Ndlovu
Setha Shezi
Manelisi Gwala
Sibusile Dlamini -Reset. Rebuild. Reconnect-

PAGE 7

 Our Grade 10s delivered fantastic gym performances despite the challenges this year.

Our Sport Department with the members of the
Enhanced Physiotherapy Practice, which is now
fully functional at Maritzburg College. We look
forward to building a new working relationship

with them going forward.

Sport is back...AT LAST! From injury rehab to
swimming education while our pool is being repaired.

Melonie Croeser with medals
from the SA Canoe Marathon
Champs. She received a Gold in
U18 K2 category (with her
partner) and a Silver in U16 K1.

U16B Squad
Akabongwe Khanyile
Emily Dovey
Fezeka Ngubane
Pretty Nzimande
U14 TEAM
Kim Adkins
Hope Mkhize
Leboga Molale
Amy Fletcher
Siyamthanda Majikijela

U14B Squad
Amahle Cebekhulu
Esihle Lembethe
Khwezi Shezi
Lindelwa Dlamini
Lwandle Hlongwa
Rebecca Smith
Thandile Jama
Shanae Ogilvie


