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GHS NEWS
Message from Mr Graaf

I hear many people these days asking the question, “Is life getting busier and the pace faster?” My observation and experience of
Term 1 of 2019 at GHS would definitely support this perception. One of my first impressions upon entering the realm of all-girls
education. was that girls’ schools definitely are busier than co-ed ones. I am not yet able to put my finger on quite why this is. It is
too easy a stereotype to say that women like to multi-task. Certainly girls in single-sex schools seem more confident about
stepping up and claiming their space and, as a result, they volunteer and get involved in a hugely diverse and burgeoning array of
extra-mural, co-curricular and other activities. I was amazed at our ‘Societies Assembly’ to discover that we have 25 societies.
Add to this the sports and cultural activities, and one starts to get some idea of why our girls all seem to be so busy. Of course, in
the centre stands our core function, namely academics, and with the very assessment-intense CAPS curriculum, I wonder just
how our girls find the time for everything they do. Ask any of our school's three counsellors and they will tell you that many of
our girls are operating on the knife edge of burn-out.
Into this picture comes a recent study showing that teenagers, more than ever before, are carrying a new stress: that of having
to maintain and manage their social media personae. Having read the article I seriously wondered if we should not be spending
more time helping, advising and guiding our generation Zs and millennials on how to navigate this cyber-maze. One poorlythought-through message sent off at the push of a button, can have very serious and traumatic effects on the self-esteem,
socialisation and even safety of our girls. Fortunately, Life Orientation lessons give our girls some time with an adult to navigate
these murky waters.
During the first term it felt, at times, like we were surfing a tsunami: at best, heady and exciting stuff; at worst, a terrifying
feeling that we needed to surf better, swim faster or drown. But here we are at the end of the first quarter and we are intact,
albeit in desperate need of catching our breath and getting some much needed rest and relaxation.
The highlight of this particular term has to be the finalisation of the new House names, a long but hugely significant process. It
seems just perfect that, with our Centenary bearing down on us, we celebrate a new set of House names, glittering with the
lasting beauty of gem stones. By the time you read this, we will have had our first inter-house gala with the girls having creatively
developed contemporary cheers around the new house names. It is history in the making. Plans are well underway for our 100th
birthday next year. The steering committee is faced with the massive task of according such an auspicious occasion the
greatness it deserves. As the year progresses you will certainly be hearing more about this event - again, history in the making.
I continue to wake up each morning feeling like the luckiest man on earth. From the smiling security guard lady sporting a GHS
umbrella, to the chorus of happy greetings from girls, to the rich and rewarding interactions with our amazing staff, GHS lives up
to its motto of CHEERFULNESS WITH INDUSTRY. Each day I am also struck by the purposeful learning and stimulating
education happening all around me.
Ours is a well-managed and highly-organised school. Testimony to this is that literally the day after the Driehoek tragedy, I went
looking for our Estate Manager only to discover that he had already enlisted a structural engineer to come and do an intensive
inspection of our school. I am proud to say that I was supplied with a comprehensive report giving our buildings a clean bill of
health.
In conclusion, I am left with words and comments from a recent Saturday morning workshop of our GHS AWAKE group in my
thoughts. This is an open and inclusive group of girls who meet to tackle and discuss in a ‘safe space’ issues of relevance to them.
I was allowed to join a group. I sat quietly and was deeply touched listening to the girls’ gratitude for what they have; girls made
a passionate plea to stop focusing on the negatives that exist in every school and to concentrate instead on the many positives in
this school, of which they are clearly very proud. Yes, they are aware of problems, but are ready with constructive solutions: no
violence and acrimony, just a shared caring for our wonderful school.
I drove home with a happy soul. All this busyness and exhaustion is worthwhile. I wish all our girls and their families a restful
break.
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This term we welcomed many new staff
members. We hope their first term has
been fantastic.
1. Jameel Mangera
2. Fermida Pather
3. Anneleen Pillay
4. Sally Quinlan
5. Papali Potgieter
6. Susan Chetty
7. Jacinta Singh

8. Bridgette Fiphaza
9. Keegan Bentley
10. Prudence Nzama
11. Rina Seolwane
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Permanent staff:
1. Laura Harris
2. Leanne Salzmann

Locums:
1. Nerissa Govender
2. Dorothea Ingle
3. Feroza Randeree
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Farewell and
thank you. We
hope you
enjoyed your
time with us!
3

Congratulations to
Kyle Ameer and his
wife on the birth of
their first baby, Ruhal.

Our annual Grade 8 sleepover
always starts off the year with
a great deal of excitement.
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This year our boarders made the most of their first 'closed weekend' of the
year by arranging activities throughout the weekend, for both boarders
and their parents. They hosted a pool party, games and a family picnic.

Grade 11 pupils (from
left) Amahle Zuma,
Ellezaé Moosa and
Zibusiso Mchunu with
Sumayya Essack (not
pictured) claimed first
place in the General
Knowledge Quiz
hosted at Clifton
College and
sponsored by Deloitte.

The Grade 8 Technology
classes made toys out of
recyclable materials which
they donated to Singakwenza.

Practical work began
in the Consumer
Studies kitchens this
term, sending
delicious smells
down the corridors.
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Celebrating Valentine's Day in the GHS
library, the heart of the school!

The Chamber Choir
performed at Michaelhouse
together with the Drakensberg
Boys Choir and Clifton
Preparatory School Choir.

The Grade 8 Life
Orientation
classes visited the
school museum.

Keryn Thompson received the prestigious
Valerie Fowler Award for Excellence and
Service. This is awarded to a learner who
achieves academically, in sport, and in
cultural activities, and gives of herself in
service to the school. With her is Tarryn Jolly,
our guest speaker.
Kelsey Hearder and Taylan Mornet were the
recipients of The Catherine Morewood
Memorial Award which is given to two
outstanding learners who are in the top 20
academically in their Grade 11 year, and who
are recognised by their peers, as learners who
are admired, respected and well-liked.
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Our Representative Council of
Learners Executive Committee
for 2019: (from left) Kelsea
Canham (Treasurer), Phatheka
Sikhakhane (Vice Chairperson),
Malwande Chili (Chairperson)
and Rutendo Gora (Secretary).
We were pleased to meet
prospective new GHS
parents and their daughters.
#AdmissionsSeason

The Robotics Society hits
the front page!

Pi Day activities

Flip Flop Friday Fun
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It's official: we have new House names!
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Gala Season!

RUBY WINS!
2019 Aquelle Midmar Mile
GHS 'old girl' and Director of
Singakwenza, Julie Cullis Hay
(left) completed her sixth 8
Mile; current Grade 12 pupil
Damini Parshutam (middle)
completed her second 8 Mile
for PinkDrive; Jenna Murray
(right), a teacher at GHS,
completed her first 8 Mile swim
for Singakwenza.

Olivia Woodburn (below) and
Shannon Parker-Dennison from
Epworth teamed up to paddle the
KNCU Nyala Pans to St Elmo’s race
held on the Umkomaas River and
finished in ninth place overall.
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